Theme: John the Baptist prepares the way
Welcome to All Saints and St James 
Are you new to the parish? Please sit wherever you would like! All are welcome at God’s Altar – either to receive Communion or to receive a blessing. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please speak to a sidesman. Children are very welcome at any worship and please don’t worry about them making a noise.  There are toys and books available. Coffee is usually served after the main Sunday service and we would all like to make you feel most welcome. 
Prayers 

- For the sick and infirm: George Thompson, Janet Smith, Miriam Knowles, 
- For the departed: Dick Geary
- For the anniversaries of departed
All Saints Diary 
7 Dec – 6pm Choral Evensong at Elstow Abbey (no Evening Service at St James) 
14 Dec – 4pm Christingle

15 Dec – 2pm Robert Bruce School Christingle

17 Dec – 6pm Carol Singing at St John’s Homes, 7pm Gt Denham school 

21 Dec – 10.30am Baptism of Isabella Gibbs

21 Dec – 4pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

24 Dec Christmas Eve – 4pm Nativity Play

24 Dec Christmas Eve – 11.30pm Midnight Mass

25 Dec Christmas Day – 10.30pm Parish Eucharist

28 Dec – No evening service
St James Diary 
7 Dec – 9am Family Eucharist and Christingle
7 Dec – 6pm Choral Evensong at Elstow Abbey (no Evening Service at St James) 

17 Dec – 6pm Carol Singing at St John’s Homes, 7pm Gt Denham school 

18 Dec – 2.15pm St James school Carol Service

21 Dec – 9am Family Eucharist and Nativity

21 Dec – 6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

24 Dec Christmas Eve – Carols in the Churchyard

24 Dec Christmas Eve – 11.30pm Midnight Mass

25 Dec Christmas Day – 9am Parish Eucharist

28 Dec – No evening service
Going Deeper into God and Making New Disciples
Evening services:
1st Sunday: Holy Eucharist at St. James
2nd Sunday: Evening Prayer at All Saints
3rd Sunday: Evening Prayer at St. James
5th Sunday: Choral Evensong alternating between All Saints and St James.
The Evening Prayer at St James on 4th Sunday has been discontinued.

The All Saints Brass Cleaning rota is being updated for next year. New volunteers please speak to Janet Fardell. It would mean cleaning up to twice a year. 

St James's Church Choir. The choir would welcome new members to help sing carols over the Christmas season. No audition.  Just turn up 7pm Friday, Church Barn.
Transforming Communities  All Saints Lunch club – Anita Lowe (857212). 12.30pm Wed 17 Dec. Lunch Club Extra: the menu is available for the Christmas Lunch at Chimney Corner, please ask Anita for a copy. Booking and ordering is essential
PCCs ask both St James and All Saints to support Bedford Foodbank. As well as needing the usual items they are particularly short of sponge puddings, tea bags and squash, so if you could add one or more of those to your shopping list it would be greatly appreciated.
St James's Church Youth Group, Church Barn for years 5-11. Susan Owens (359233), Linda Bates (341286).
Dedicate a Hymn Book. St James now has a new set of Ancient and Modern Hymn Books - completely revised with the broadest ever range To help with costs, the “Dedicate a Hymn Book” scheme is being introduced, where for a minimum donation of £5 (more if you use Gift Aid) you can have a Hymn Book which will have a special dedication included on the inside cover. If you wish to participate in this scheme, please contact Laurie Hurn (364251) or email l.hurn@btinternet.com. Thank you

Natter Club Thurs 18 Dec at 2 -6pm.Carol Singing, Christmas Quiz, specially cooked sausage rolls and Christmas treats. Corner of Creativity for children 4.30pm onwards. Everyone Welcome. Elaine, Vikki.
Elaine says thank you to all those people who cooked pies and cakes for me during the days of hospitality at The Vicarage last week. Father Dennis, Suzette, David and ourselves appreciated them very much indeed.

St James, 7 Dec. The collection today is for The Children’s Society. In the UK 3.5 million children live in poverty. Please give as generously as you can.
Contacts: Ministry team: Stephen Huckle (852241) huckles@fsmail.net  Christopher Dawe (363890) reader@thedawes.co.uk All Saints:www.allsaintskempston.com, Churchwardens: Brenda Walker (851597), Margaret Leighton (854674) All Saints website: jeremy@allsaintskempston.com St James: www.stjamesbiddenham.com Churchwarden: Laurie Hurn (364251), Edwin Martin (348718) St James website: jonsmith278@btinternet.com Pewsheet: madeleinefone@hotmail.co.uk 
